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A Memorial to Lincoln Worthy Alike of the Nation and the Man
««

Product of Henry Bacon's Skill
Will Be an Impressive and

Beautiful Landmark
in the Capitol of

the Nation.
HBNUT BACON, the New York ar¬

chitect, unanimously chosen by the
Commitaion of Fine Arta to make

a design for a memorial to the memory of
Abraham Lincoln in the city of Washing¬
ton, recently fuihrnltted to the Lincoln Me¬
morial Commission, of Which President
Taft is the chairman, his report, and the

drawings, photographs and models which
accompany it.
Mr. Paeon is a quiet spoken man of forty-

tive. He has designed many monuments.
It la doubtful, however, if he has before
In his professional life been so profoundly
stirred, «-xperlenced the same poetic im¬

pulses or dreamed as many dreams as

during the months since li:s appointment to
evolve the Lincoln Memorial.

It is a problem in its » v.t y aspect allur¬
ing to an artist. It la more than fas. mat-

ing. It has been an all-absorbing occupeV
tion to design for a people and for all time
a memorial to the menaory of the man who
waa almost as tender hearted as a woman,

oM of Um least affectation, simple, dl-
ôf inexhaustible patience. L.ver o1

manliness, t rut I« and justice; whose benev-
reneaa «were the very hasi.«

of his charact'r. whose wit and laughter
the «ieat sorrows of ins life could not

dispel, whose humanity was world-wide
".i I«, move the hearts of

men will never diminish.
It is to be a fitting monument. Congress

lias authorised the expenditure of K
t amount ever appropriated for

a similar purpose The cost of erecting
a memorial as planned by Mr

according to estimates thai be has received
from two eontradors of high standing In
monumental work, will be within the legal
limit of eo.-t, exclusive of grading and
landscape gardening.
Thus to be selected to submit plans to

the Lincoln Memorial Commission was a

great honor offering exceptional oppor¬
tunity. Perhaps only the construction of
the Capitol Itself COUld be likenerl to it as

a récognition of the position held by the
hitect appointed for the task.

The Commission of Fine Arts has chosen
T'ti-mac Fark site, and Mr. Bacon's

.wing« and photographs, that are here
shown, will he submitted to Congress with
th« report of the Lincoln Memorial Corn-

don.
¦.ugh the Potomac i'.-.rk site has re-

fed the unanimous approval of the
-omission Of Fine Arls and num«

ol art commissions and art societies
throughout the country, from which letl
In Its favor are, it is said, being
it Washington almost every d.iy some
members of the Lincoln Memorial Commis¬
sion wish before making their fnal deci-
» n first i" consider two other possible
l"car
John Russell Pope, of New Y«nl<

hi n askul to make, tenta¬
tive designs for the memorial, both In the
B. Idlers' Home grounds and on the Me-

rlill site.
Mr, notified by President Taft

of his appointment last August, anil since
.i has made perhaps twenty-live trips to

Washington t.. study th* possibilities, la¬
ten I and obvious, of the Potomac Park .-It-

BefetS i»c Aninf my study of the design
of this mémorial." said Mr. Baooa In his
office, at-No. ;*'. Fifth avenue, a few days

"1 believed tii.it the site In Potomac
Pai k was th« umsnt to

..to Lincoln, and S' ting my
time lor four months to s study of its

evelopmenl I am certain of it."
N'i one .an look al Mr. Paren and

h< has a good reason for any kind of o¡,¡n-
lon to which at the time, be ad¬
dicted. The Tribune man asked the archi¬
ll II he would explain th« mental proc-

that had caused him so emphatically
to believe the Lincoln memorial should be

«I In Potomac Park.
power "f Impression by an
pence and honor Is greatest wh'ti it.

secluded and Isolated," Mr. Bacon re-
then, in quiet, and without dls-

tlon of tl mind, the beholder
|| .-.lone with the le«=s«-,n which the obi«

and Inspire, and Will be
to its mraning

s principle of seclusion is an old one. |
of achievement In Greeca is

found 'be Athena, in the Parthenon, and
« . ." the seven wonder.- of the world was

I within the T« mple of Zeus, at
Olympia.

'xampl« In modern time* of t' la]

Y'ahie of Isolation le the settir.K of th.
¦tatue by Betnt-Geodena in Rock Creel
Cemetery, In Washington. War« this set-

ting removed iti atatui would lose musí

oí its power of Impression.
"The design of tlie Lli.coln Memorial, by

withdrawing Into the seclusion of a monu-

m*nt;iI hall the statue of Lincoln and me¬

in ri,.is «if hii two great speeches, and by
pla« Ing Ulis hall, expressing in Its interior
the Union, in the seclusion of an area sur¬

rounded by proves oí tro,-«, bordewl by
th«' Potomac ami related to the monument
t.. Washington, will have a signifícame that

pasible on any ^ther site in the
United States."
Not difficult, you see. to grasp the pur¬

port of Mr. Bacon'l r«-marks. Very diffi¬
cult, however, to think other than ai M
Bacon while under the Influence of hi*

strong personality. Doubtful, also, whether
there "ill be any desire to disagree with
him if, after further Independent reflection,
the impulse to originate an opposing mental
attitude should s« izo one, as it probably
will not.

It was by an expression about the eyes
rather than because of any unusual qual¬
ity in the tone of his voice or change in the
customary reserve in his manner that Mr.
Bacon showed how greatly the I'otomac
Park location appealed to his artistic »en-
sibilltiea as possessing peculiar appropri¬
ateness.

"Terminating the axis whi< h unites It
with the YVashington Monument." the arch¬

ied, "it lias a algniflcan«ce which
her site can equal, and any emulation

nr aspiration engend« red by ¦ memorial
there to Lincoln and his great qualities will

stimulated by ix-inc a*-

sociatod With the like feelings already
Identified with the rnpitol and the monu¬
ment to George Washington.

"Containing the national legislative and
judicial bod ive at one end of the
a*t » !. lutlful building, which is a monu-
ment to the United States government. At

nd of the axis we have the pos¬
sibility of a memorial to the man who
saved that government, and between the
two is a monument to its founder.
"All three of these structures, stretching

in ono grand sweep from ("apltol Hill to
the Potomac, «¡ii lend, one to the others,
the asso' ¡atjnns and memories connecf<»-i
with each, and each will have its value
Increased by helnc on the one axis and
having visua' relation to the others.
"In a vista over two miles Ions:, these

three laree structures, so placed that they
will be forever free from proximity to the
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HENRY BACON.

turmoil of ordinary affairs and the dis-
cordant irregularity of adjacent secular
buildings, will testify to th* reverence and
honor which attended their «rection: and
the impression of their dignity and stated-
nes.v on the mind of the beholder will be
augmented by their surroundings, for
which we have a free field tor symmetri¬
cal and proper arrangement
"They are, however. sufficiently far

apart for each to be distinguished, isolated
and serene, not conflicting In design or

appearance th© one with the other, ami
each will Impress the observer with the
reason for its existence. '

To the sait Of the memorial, extending
toward the Washington Monument, Is

proposed a large lagoon that will Intro¬
duce into the landscape an element c.f re¬

pose and beauty, and in its «ratera the
reflection Of the memorial will add to lb
tranquillity and retirement.

If a memorial bridge to Arlington in¬

built directly connecting, as shown on the
general plan, the Lincoln Memorial Bite
with the ground containing the dust of
those who gave "the inst full measure of
devotion" to their country, it would add,
Mr. Bacon pointed out. to the meaning and
solemnity of both p]
Moreover, linking togeth« Ih« District

of Columbia with Virginia, it would be
made, Mr. Paeon believes, a striking sym¬
bol of reunion between the North and the
South, a most appropriate symbol lesdlng
to Bnd from the memorial to the man who
said In his first Inaugural address: "We
aro not enemies, but friends. We must

not be enemies "

Mr Bacon suggests exteti-ion of the
stretrar Bang down lfcth street and
B street Into the park, thence turning
westwnrd nnd running ¡«bout forty fi
routh of the curl, of B sheet to the SSd
street entrance of the park, opposite the
alt« of the Lincoln M.-morlal. This sug¬
gested extension of the trool lines
will. Mr. Bacon «ays, make the PotomsS
Park alte readily icctsglbtwi M it I

be, to all classes
"The menioii.il Itself should be free

frMn the near approach of ve..». II and
traffic." the architect continued l:.\>i-
ence and honor should buffer no .1:
tlon through lack of silence or repose In
the presence of a structure reared to

noble alma and great deeds

"I propone that the memorial to lip
coin take the form of a monument sym¬
bolizing the union of the I'nlted Statee of
America, Inclosing In the walla of Its
sanctuary three memorial» to the man
himself, one a fetatue of heroic »lie ex-

Irresein»' the humane ¿»ersoimlliy, the oth-

ers memorials of Ma two great speeches,
on« of the Gettysburg speech, the other
of the secord Inaugural address, each.
with attendant sculpture and painting tell¬
ing In ail«gory of his splendid qualities
.vident In those speeches"
Asked where he wouM place the statue,

Mr Bacon replied:
"It will occupy th«' place of honor, a

position facing the entrance which opens
toward th.- Capítol This position is In
a central hall, separated by screens «>r

columns from the spaces at each side, In
each of whleh will be one of the other

ríala Each <>f these three in« morials
will thus le secluded and Isolated, and
will çxert It?» Kreatest Influence.

"I cannot imagine a memorial i" l.ln-
eoln," Mr. Bacon said, earnestly. "so pow¬
erful In its meaning »tel so appropriate to

his life as an Imposing emblem of the
Union, Inclosln memoriuls o( i:- qu
and achievements.

.-' ich a memorial, placed on a site of
mû h significance and possibility of broad
treatment as the site in Potomac Park,
will convey its lesson stlh the greatest

,i if ||.,. location presented ihstaeles
In th- way .f making en Imposing .indi
ai t.rojri itf setting for such i memorial,
Mr Bacon said there were no such diflVul-

Uea to ovarcome f<\ means of sn

tion of the ground the memorial, lie
would rise mm'- feel sbove the top <>f the

proposed surrounding trees, even when full

grown
it », oui«] be ,]]~< '¦ ":i1 many

points Of view, he added, ami 1;. i,:.,.i s Of
opening! in the encircling follag« would be
seen In Iti ntlretf from slx different mon-

umental approecni i Its whole eaatem and
western f.' mom would be exposed to slow,
the formel towarda the Washington Menu«

,,,,i t!)1. ur,tt< r towards the Potomac
Hiver and the hills Of Arlington.

By means of tarracea the ground at the
,,f tl. UnOOln Memorial. If Mr

Bacon'i »chame H adopt«.!. »111 be
until the samo levai Is obtained a< Um
ground at the bas« of the Washington
Monument I In*. « «rtrculai Urrac.
r, ,-t m diameter Will «. rataarl
Bhove the praaenl frade On Its outer edge
will be plaht«"l fOOl «omentrlc rows of

tree-, leaving a plateau in the CStttl ¦¦

red* in dlamel-i. »W** "» f'"" tot e**»ate|
,:..,. the length tt tí* Cgpltol In lb
tre of thin l'l'';' '"'¦ ":'>""".'1"¡ t*î ¦' * "''¦

roadway and walk", will ris« t.. ...e six-

,,,,, feet hiKh »nd M feet In diameter,
making th© t°u' «W"*"**eed elevation Of
grade twent>-»uve,J ictl aL,OVo th« P>«-*"-,nl
grada '

im this." said Mr. Bacon, "will rise

memorial to Lincoln, a monument ret

senting the 1'nion he saved by his ex1

ordinary gifts and powers and to which
devotion was supreme."

« »n a rectangular bps<» is placed a sei

of plinths or steps, thirteen In numl
typifying the thirteen original states. 1
top step supports on Its outer edge a On
I>.«rt- colonnade of thirty-six colum
symbolizing the I'nion of l>Hv;, each colu:

representing a state existing at the tl

of Lin« oln s death.
This (Olonna^le of the i'nion surrour

the wall of the Memorial Hall, which rl«

through and above it, and at the top of t

wall is a decoration, supported at lntervi

by capíes, of forty-eight memorial festooi
one for each stute In the Union to-day.

Th« se three features of th,» exterior d

.-Icn represent the I'nion as original
formed," Mr Bacon explained, "as It w

at th" triumph of Lincoln's life, and as

Is when we plan to erect a monument

his memory.
"These cumulative symbols house as the

kernst th>» memorials of Lincoln's grei

qualities, which must be so portrayed 1

mankind that Devotion, Integrity. Charit:

Patience* Intelligence and Humaneness wl

tu,.! Incoativo to growth, and by conten

plation of a monument to his memory an

to th.« I'nion the just pride that citizen

of the I.iuted States have In their countr

will b<- aupplejisntsd by increasing gratl
tudo to Abraham Lincoln for eavlng It t.

them and to their children."
Mr. Bacon thought a long time before hi

mad.« any drawings. These pictures, beau

tlful as they undoubtedly are. should no

P.- taken as Indicative of the architect!
i ii .1 effort, as there would he many lasl

touches,, such as all artists love to mak«

before releasing their children to the rigon
ot th.- ages.

It «Till OS noted immediately that there la

nothing theatrical In th«* Lincoln Memorial
us cío;...sed by Mr. Bacon, but, Instead,
that it Is broad and simple In character.

The Washington Monument provldea
enough Of the vertical." he said; "In the

Capitol you bava the domo effect, and the

Lincoln Memorial would therefore furnish
the horizontal element In a scene of great
baauty and MotorIflgl significance, not con¬

flicting in design and making an Imposing
whole."
To eiiai :.¦ him to obtain photographs of

the alta that would be true In perspective
Mr. Bacon had erected, at lta centre, a pole
... toil huh. with crosa arme 2u feet apart,
the, low.-, t being 25 *eet above the present
grade. The photographs here presented
.Tora taken from several points of view.

7 r.¡Sometimes architects by their sketch
show alluring perspectives that no ordinal
person could discover by studying the si
Itself. Th>" drawings reproduced here ai

not bird's-eye views. There is nothln
fanciful in these presentations. They at

bonaflde pictures seen from normal po!n<
of view.
Some of the photographs were taken wit

a telephoto lens. The drawings accorr

panylng this article, were carefully mad
and indicate the exact relation of the d«

sign of the Lincoln Memorial to its prr
posed surroundings and the public building
in Washington.
Two borings made at the site have show

that rock exists at a depth of from fort}
two to forty-four feet below the preses
grade. Concrete piling will be driven t

the rock If this plan Is adopted, and on thi

piling will be built the foundations extend

ing up to the granite platform, which i
231 feet long and 1«W feet wide. Th>- n.a

terlal of the exterior above this gram;

( platform is white marble.
The colonnade Is 171 feet long and \<A fc

wide, the columns being K» feet hlfrh and

feet 3 inches In diameter at their has«

The tot; I height of the structure above th
finished grade at the granite hase is »i feei

J The finish. <1 («rade, relrig "** feet above th

present grade, the total height of the build

ing above the present grade would be. 11

feet
The mftnorial hall as planned is M fee

wide and IX feel long, and its walls an.

floor will be of colored marble. The celling

j which is 10 feet nigh, win he supported bj
massive bronze beams, piided. colored anr

j lacquered, and light may be introduce,.
through the cHlin-r, where found by ex¬

periment to be of the lest advantage. Th.'

columns of the interior are of Greek Ionic

order and are 50 feet high.
' The statue of Lincoln would be of vvhite

statuary marble and the tentative height

of the figure on the sketch of the Interior
is twelve feet. The figure, If stan ling,
would be about sixteen feet high. The

! memorials to the two speeches will be

Í Incorporated in the end walls of the Me¬

morial Hall. Large tablets bearing the

full text of Lincoln's two great spee.-hes.
combined with adjacent allegorical figures,
will form Imposing memorial?. At *ach
end of the outside vestibule are »wo

spaces, one of which can be for the use

of an attendant, and the other for a stair¬
case giving caretakers access to the roof

and basement.
The large doorway, eighteen feet 'vldej

To Form with Capitol Building
and the Washington Mon¬
ument an Architectural

Trilogy Linked in

Significance.
and thirty-six feet high. Is e«-pulpp<»d with
heavy doors of bronze grillas llled with

plain glass. During mtid irsaUaOT these

doors could be left open during the d*v,
and In the cold winter months a tempo¬
rary bronze and glis- vestibule could be

provided in too lower part of the large
«lilies, which are aubdlvided at the bot-
.orn for tills purpose.
Whatever heating of the building may be

necesrary can be accomplished by Intro¬

ducing air heated in the basement by
means of gas or electricity, and probably
some «imple scheme of ventilation by ex¬

haust fans will he advisable
There are some refinements shown In

the models and on the drawings that have
be.-n Mibniltt.d to the Lincoln Memorial
Commission that are not common In mod¬
ern architecture The columns are not
vertical, being slightly tilted Inward toward
the building, the four corner columns being
tilted more than the others. The outside
face of the entablature is also Inclined In¬
ward, but slightly less than the axis of th«
columns underneath It. The wall of th«
Memorial Hall Inclines inward lean of all.
These inclinations, without t«elng evident
to the eye will. It Is believed, give to the

building an appearance of great stability
and strength.
Objections have been made to both of the

t other possible sites, that of the Meridian
Hill being criticised by the Commission of
Fine Arts, a.« follows:

"It Iihs been suggested that th« Lincoln
Memorial might take the form of an srch
located on Meridian Hill, In the axis of
Ißt h street. This site would depend for Its
effectiveness almost wholly upon the \»«ta
of 16th street. This Is so narrow and
the foliage extends so far Into the street
that for a considerable portion of th« ,«ar
the memorial would be hidden from view
at those points where It should be no-u
effective.

Moreover, the region will soon be a

busy one, and even now Is occupied by
residences of many and varied styles of
architecture. Located here, the Llnjoln
Memorial would lack that Isolation which
is an essential element in the site of «.

great monument. In the future the Meri¬
dian Hill location will probably be used
for a monument, hut it Is not a prop*r
site for a memorial of supreme Import¬
ance.

"Any monument on Meridian Hill off
the axis of lHth street would occupy a po¬
sition of distinctly Inferior rank."
The Commission of Fine Arts Is com¬

posed of D H. Burnham. F. D. Millet,
Thomas Hastings, Daniel C. French,
Charles Moore and Frederick Law Olm-
sted. ir. These m«>n are appointed by
President Taft under authority of an act
of '"ongress of Muy 17. lijft, to designate a

site for a memorial to Lincoln.
gtaWCb '. IfU. the liincoln Memorial Com-

mission, c mposed of President Taft, Sen-
ators Bhelby M. Cullom. H. D. Money and
Georg« Peal Wetmore. and Representa¬
tives Joseph c,. Cannon. Champ Clark snd
Samuel W, McCaU, applied to the <7emmls-
mou of Pine Arts for suggestions as to
the location. r>\zn and design for the pro¬
posed memorial, specifically requesting
«onsideration of ¡wo sites which at vari¬
ous times had been lecomniended, and
also as to the best method of selectinc
artists, sculptors and architects to make
the designs and execute them

The commission reported on July IT,
nil. unanimously In favor of the Po¬
tomac Firl; sir*», strongly recommending
its selection. The commission Is made up
of men who have won the highest distinc¬
tion In their several professions as srchl«
tects, sculptor« and city planners
The approach to the Soldiers' Home

grounds carries to the eye a vieW of a

reservoir, a filtration plant, Glenwood
Cemetery and North Caritol street, which
Is bordered with the ordinarv secular
buildings. The entrance to the grounds Is
about three miles from the Capitol, and
critics point out that the Lincoln Memorial,
if placed there, would h,i\e no rela¬
tion to t;,e great axis: also, that from

Arlington cne would see the Postoffice,
the Wlllard Hotel and the State and War
Departments looming: up in the fore¬

ground. The statue of Lincoln would be

exposed and made, necessarily, of bronze.

Many believe that ma.-Me is the last word
in sculpture.
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